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had to deplore the horrid fate of poor Myles Joyce, neither
would we have been subsequently shocked by the tragedies
that were enacted at Liverpool and Exeter; and all the other
dreadful paraphernalia and accessories of the hangman’s
craft might be dispensed with, or, at worst, so minimised by
this process as to be imperceptible to all but the inevitable
officials. T am. Sir. vours obedientlv.

Auriol-road, West Kensington, April 20th, 1885. WM. CURRAN.

THE COMMERCIAL ASPECT OF THE TITLE OF
"DOCTOR."

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;" The battle of the shops," as Sir Dominic Corrigan

’called the competition of the medical examining bodies, has
had many serious consequences, but none more so than the

proposal on behalf of the two Royal Colleges of England to
ask for legal powers to give the title of " Doctor " to all who
pass their lowest examinations. I cannot yet believe that the I
two Colleges will really take this step. No doubt, as you I

say, the title of Doctor" has a certain commercial value. You I’i
might have added that there is a certain and very conspicuous
.commercial value in the power of selling this title, which
has led other Corporations into temptation to use it commer-
cially with the most disastrous consequences to their repu-
tation. It is said that one Royal College made in one year
&pound;10,000 by this merchandise. The Royal Colleges of Eng-
land have hitherto refused to have anything to do with a
questionable title, whatever its commercial advantage. But
now even such men as Mr. Durham and Mr. Savory are I
gravely proposing to try to acquire the legal right to grant I
a title, the value of which to the possessor will be in the
proportion in which it conveys a false impression to the
public. It is scarcely likely that Parliament will grant a
title hitherto reserved for graduates of Universities, and
the divorce of which from medical degrees would be
a most serious discouragement to higher medical educa-
tion as well a great injustice to medical graduates who
to get their degrees have gone through the curriculum
of a university, and through the examinations of the

university, generally in addition to going through the
- examinations of the corporations. The statement that the
ordeal for getting a Scotch degree is not more severe than
that for gaining the qualifications of the English colleges is
not relevant. To repeat it after the refutations it has
received is scarcely polite. But even if it were true, it points,
as so many other facts do, to another conclusion-viz., the
necessity for creating a strong Medical Council that can
and will enforce distinctions between examinations for mere
qualifications and examinations for degrees. It is surely
desirable that the English Colleges should pause before I
going to Parliament with a prayer so unworthy of their
position and record. " Brummagem" titles are beginning
to die out, and their possessors to be ashamed of them.
But if they are to have a fresh lease, it surely ought not to
be at the instance and prayer of the English Colleges. These
Colleges never needed less the commercial" advantage of such
a trade as is understood to have been so lucrative elsewhere.
I see by the latest returns that the membership of the Royal
College of Surgeons of England last year, with all its legal
defectiveness as a diploma, was acquired by no less than 562
persons, a number far above the reach of any other body, cor-
poration, or university in the kingdom. The Royal College of
Physicians of London exceeded itself and all other fairly
comparable bodies. And now, forsooth, these honest and
high-minded bodies are asked to come down to a false title
business, and to go whining to Parliament representing the
impending ruin of London schools. The London Schools
will be very badly advised if they encourage this inade-
quate and undignified proposal. I admit, as a Scotch
graduate, the London schools have a grievance which wants
immediate redress. The London teachers want consolida-
tion of London schools and association with a Teaching
University. Let them take a leaf out of the book of Scotch
professors. Let them besiege Parliament-as the Scotch
professors do with so much effect, when need so requires-
till the crying defect of this metropolis (a practical working
university) is supplied. Then the medical schools of London
will be filled, the Degrees of London will exceed those
of other portions of the Empire at once in number and in
value, and the high example of the London corporations,

everywhere felt if not everywhere followed, will continue
to preserve the profession from low purposes and false

pretensions and sham titles.
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

June lst, 1885. 
_ ___ 

M.D.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I do not see that your correspondent, Mr. Wright,
has much legitimate cause for complaint. Doubtless, a

certain commercial value generally appertains to the title
of "Doctor" in Medicine. And what should qualify a man
for this distinction? Not so much, I should say, two or
three additional subjects in his Preliminary Arts Examina-
tion, as a sound and efficient course of medical and surgical
teaching, with due opportunities for practical work and
clinical observation, such course being terminated and the
quality of the work done guaranteed, as far as possible, by
correspondingly efficient examinations. Now, I have no
doubt that Mr. Wright and his fellow graduates have had
the advantages of this kind of curriculum; but I am at a loss
to see how the successful candidate for the double qualifica-
tion of L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S. Lond., differs from them in this
respect. The medical course in each case embraces the same
period of four years; with very trifling exceptions the sub-
jects of study are equally ample, and the student at the
great London schools has the advantage of the most brilliant
teaching-that of men who are the creme de la creme of their
profession-combined with the unrivalled opportunities for
clinical and surgical work which a great metropolis alone
affords. Respecting the "considerable extra expense" neces-
sary to obtain a Scotch degree, I need say little. I think that
all who have sought information on this point will consider
that the extra cost exists only in the imagination of your
correspondent. In my opinion, and probably many. will
agree with me, the objection to the proposed action of the
Colleges has sprung from quite the wrong quarter. The
injustice done, if any, by conferring the degree as suggested,
would be done to men who have gone through the severe
strain, the long course, and the greatly increased expense
necessary to obtain a degree like that of London University.
These would have real ground for objecting to the new
scheme; but I think that they would have almost as much
cause to complain that men like Mr. Wright and his com-
peers, who have experienced so comparatively easy a curri-
culum, should have the right with them to the title of M.D.
According to Mr. Wright’s argument, " ought not a still
higher title to be granted " to those who have in reality
obtained a so much higher qualification? It is, however, a
very difficult matter to be entirely just to all; the most

crying evils should first obtain a remedy, and it is certainly
time that something should be done to protect the London
students from being in any way overshadowed by those
licentiates of the Scotch corporations who, with much
inferior qualifications, arrogate to themselves the title of
"Doctor." If some change of the kind proposed is not

brought about, probably the tendency, already marked, of
students to go to those universities where a degree may be
obtained at no toil and expense in excess of that required
in obtaining the double London qualification, will be very
greatly increased in the future.

, I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
Westminster Hospital, June 1st, 1885. WM. THEODORE RAYNE.

ON THE CONTAGIOUS DISEASES ACTS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;It seems to be admitted by all writers of the history
of syphilis that at times the disease has taken quite an
epidemic character, and really in England we seem as if
endeavouring to revive these periods by the gross neglect
of the most simple means of at least trying to arrest some-
what the triumphant course of the malady. There seems a

tendency to mix up morality with science. Would it not be

advantageous to separate them and speak of each in its proper
place ?-for it is difficult to treat of the prevention of venereal
disease if at the same time one has to assume a high moral
standard. Taking a broad view of the matter, would it not
be better for those in authority to be practical and try to
mitigate by prudent measures as much as possible
the ills that so often accompany immorality? To begin
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with, one of the most simple and most easily applie
means of checking their spread is the enforcement of tl
Contagious Diseases Acts in garrison towns and large seE
ports. Why this is no longer done is a mystery to most ser
sible and thinking men. While visiting the Royal naval sic
quarters at Portland some time ago, my cousin, Mr. E.
de M&eacute;ric, Staff-Surgeon R.N., who was then in chargE
kindly took me round, and on my expressing surprie
that four-fifths of the beds were occupied by venere[
,cases, he assured me that it had been so ever sine
the Contagious Diseases Acts no longer gave some sort c

protection to the men. If this be so in a small place lik
the Royal naval sick quarters at Portland, what must it b
in large seaports such as Portsmouth or Plymouth ? I hav
heard, too, that at some of our seaports, when a transport i
expected, many women in hospital affected with venerea
disease leave the institution in order to go and meet th
ship; and what can the surgeons do ? Of course, nothing
The law has decided that these women should be free fron
the hospital surveillance to infect these poor fellows, onl.
just arrived in their native land, with diseases which the;
would take to their wives and to the towns or villages whic]
contain their homes. With regard to the argument that i
often brought forward against the compulsory detention o
prostitutes, that it would be interfering with the liberty o
the subject," it seems to me the same law which deal!
with maniacs or small-pox patients might come into force t(
prevent a woman with a venereal complaint carrying devas.
tation freely in her path without let or hindrance; excepting
of course, if the law take the high moral instead of thE
practical and scientific ground.
A most able and straightforward annotation in Tm

LANCET of Feb. 17th, 1883, after discussing the decision oj
the Select Committee of the House of Commons on thE
Contagious Diseases Act, August, 1882, not to recommend
its extension, contains the following words :-" Having
established the great physical and moral gain effected
by these Acts, the logical outcome of the recent inquiry
would be to recommend their immediate extension; but
this the committee have hesitated to do in deference to
the position and character of some of those who have opposed
them." Now, there seems to me scarcely a doubt that if
the entire question were explained simply and without any
artificial varnish to those who so strenuously oppose the
Contagious Diseases Acts, were it shown to them more
particularly from a medical point of view, they would at once
cease their opposition, and be the first to advocate not only
the feeble way these Acts have been applied in this country,
but also their extension.
The compulsory examination of prostitutes in our garrison

towns and large seaports seems to me a subject that so
palpably carries its own weight as only to require the
energetic support of the naval and military surgeons to
come again into full force. The great difficulty arises
when we ask the question: Can nothing be done for
London ? Can anyone answer satisfactorily such a query ?
One feels a vague sense of helplessness in approaching it,
and yet something ought to be done; the prostitution which
is so rife in this vast metropolis is absolutely under no
control whatever, particularly in a sanitary point of view,
and it is perfectly certain that were better sanitary measures
employed there would be a marked amelioration, both

morally and socially, and our streets would no longer be
made hideous by the scenes which now take place every
night in some of the principal thoroughfares. Therefore the

very first thing required in London is more hospital accommo-
dation for venereal disease in women. Of course we have the
female Lock, for which I believe funds are much needed,
and all praise is naturally due to those general hospitals
that have a venereal ward, although, considering the popu-
lation of London, these means of receiving as in-patients
women affected with syphilis bring to mind a drop in the
)cean. Now, there is no use whatever to humanity in
general for a prostitute to attend a hospital as an out-
patient; because, as she must procure money to live, she
continues her calling during the whole time of her treat-
Dent, and not only retards her own recovery, but sows the
lisease broadcast every night. No ! What is wanted in
ou metropolis is a large hospital where these women would
e received as in-patients and kept till at least all external
,igns of the disease had disappeared. Such an institution
;ould not be supported entirely by voluntary contributions,
but would have to be subsidised by the Government. For those
rho regard the whole question from only its moral side, it may

be pointed out how many women might be reclaimed alto-
gether from a vitiated life through the influence of the
quiet and good surroundings of this institution, which might
be in direct communication with the reformatories and homes
for fallen women of which we hear so much. Perhaps many
will say that the very women for whose treatment such a

hospital would be intended would not voluntarily present
themselves as patients, but I am sure every surgeon who
sees out-patients in a London hospital will bear witness
that the large percentage of women affected with venereal
disease would only be too glad to become in-patients in a
properly organised institution, and to go there on the first
suspicion of the affection; so we could replace the words
"compulsory examination" by those of "voluntary exami-
nation." What a boon too for medical science, as the pro-
fession would then be enabled to study more completely
venereal disease in the female; at the present time there are
very few chances in England of making any researches on
the subject, and the opportunities for students to see a

woman properly examined and the case scientifically ex-
plained are indeed few and far between. The good effects
of this scheme would only be a question of time, and
the benefits derived hereafter by a whole nation would, I
should imagine, fully justify the expenditure of public
money for its trial. But the first and most important
thing is to bring the Contagious Diseases Acts into full force
at our garrison towns and large seaports, which would after
a time diminish by contre-coup the amount of venereal dis-
ease in London, being materially assisted by the palliative
means of a large venereal hospital in the metropolis itself,
but without which the good effects of the London institu-
tion would in a great degree be minimised.

T am Sir- vonr obedient sfrvn’nt-

H. DE M&Eacute;RIC, M.R.C.S.,
Surgeon to the French Hospital, London.

1885Duke-street, S.W., May, 1885.

AURAL EXOSTOSES.
t To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;In an article on " Aural Exostoses " in THE LANCET
f of the 30th ult., by Mr. Field, he mentions his first case as

having been operated upon in 1877, and that the instrument
3 used was a dentist’s drill. May I be allowed to say that in
e a paper on this matter in THE LANCET of Jan. 22nd, 1876
3 (in which the local origin of these growths was strongly in-

sisted on), I stated that since 1874 the method I had em-
ployed was as follows :" It consists in grinding the bone
away; and the most satisfactory appliance for this purpose I
find to be the drill which is in common use among dentists.
The variety of steel instruments which can be fixed to this,
and the perfect command with which they can be directed,
render this an especially convenient instrument."

I am. Sir. vours faithfnllv.C

Savile-row, June, 1885. W. B. DALBY.

LIVERPOOL.

THE INFECTIOUS DISEASES HOSPITAL QUESTION.

AT an adjourned meeting of the City Council on the 20th
ult., the report of the special committee appointed to

consider the question of the proposed hospital for infectious
diseases was read. It embodied the following recommenda-
tions :-" 1. That the Council be recommended to obtain a

plot of land of sufficient extent to afford hospital accommo-
dation if required for 650 patients suffering from dangerous
infectious diseases. 2. That in the opinion of this committee
the requisite accommodation can be provided upon either
the Green-lane site or the Edge-lane site. 3. That the
Council be recommended to take the requisite steps to
obtain a loan of &pound;100,000 for the purpose of defraying the
cost of such hospital accommodation and site, and that the
Local Government Board be requested to cause an inquiry to
be instituted as to the proposed sites, and to inform the
Council which of the two is, in their opinion, the preferable
one." Mr. Robert Hamilton, F.R.C.S., who had been the
chairman of the special committee, regretted that he felt
compelled to oppose these recommendations, and moved the
following amendment :-" That the report be approved
except paragraphs 1, 2, and 3; that two sites be secured at
the north and south ends of the town respectively for two


